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now act rather as pressure groups than as political
parties.

It follows from the elasticity of the party creeds
that personal ties are an important factor in American
party life. The not infrequent rule of the *4boss/'
the man able to dominate a local party machine and
make it serve his own ends, illustrates their strength.
Like Walpole, the **boss" is aware that every man has
his price, and American feeling is not necessarily scan-
dalised when it is paid. The way is thus open to cor-
rupt practices such as have often disfigured American
politics. Bjit zealous service need not be, and perhaps
in most cases is not, the consequence of a bargain best
kept dark. It may be the result of enthusiasm for a
man of special distinction, and an enthusiasm so warm
that it may transcend party feeling. A precinct cap-
tain may change sides and take the bulk of his follow-
ing along with him because he has been bought over
or because the local candidate of the opposite parry
is a man whom he admires.

The same considerations apply in national politics,
and the fact that the President is both important and
well known enables him to look for support outside
the circle of his political supporters. President Roose-
velt appointed Republicans, one of them an ex-Secre-
tary of State, to the headship of some sen-ice
departments. There were Democrats in President
Hoover's cabinet and the late Mr. Wendell Willkie
was not barred in his bid for nomination as Republican
candidate for the Presidency in 1940 by his admission